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Art. VI. — 7Yanslation of a Proclamation by the Governor in Council 
of Ceylon, dated 11 th of August, 1680. Communicated by 
W. M. G. Colebrooke, Esq., to the Secretary to the Royal 
Asiatic Society. 

Sir, 0, Beaumont Street, Sept. 12, 1831. 

I enclose the abstract translation of a Proclamation by the 
Governor in Council of Ceylon, dated the 11th of August, 1C86, 
and which furnishes a curious illustration of the principles on which 
the country was administered under the Dutch East India Com- 
pany. 

Tin's system was progressively ameliorated under the British 
government, until the forced services of the native inhabitants were 
finally abolished by an Order of the King in Council, issued in 1830. 
The inhabitants of Ceylon are now secured in the possession of 
their lands, without reference to distinctions of caste. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

W. M. G. CoLEllROOKIi. 



Proclamation. 

" llth August, 168(5. 
" Laurens Pyl, Governor, #c, and Council of Ceylon. 

" To check abuses, disputes, and commotion, and to repress 
pride, prohibit the Singalesc, particularly of inferior castes, to wear 
long hair, or hats, caps, shirts, or waistcoats, as contrary to customs, 
laws, and morals. In dresses, long or short, and caps, they arc to 
conform to ancient customs, on pain of being punished with fine 
and chains. 

" The inhabitants of the Company's territory being in the habit 
of abandoning their lands and plantations, and settling about the 
town, entering into the service of individuals, by which the Com- 
pany lose their revenues and services, all inhabitants to return to 
their lands, to cultivate them, and perform their services. The 
Chandos, or toddy-drawers, are allowed to exercise their trade, if 
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their grounds and gardens arc cultivated, and one male person of 
their caste nominated to perform service for it. 

" All lands to be forfeited to the Company, if not re-occupied 
in three months, and the proprietors to be put to hard labour in 
chains. Chandos to give notice of their quitting their villages for 
private service, and where to be found, on pain of hard labour in 
chains for six months. 

*' To prevent parveny (hereditary) lands from being left uncul- 
tivated, all persons who cultivate them to acquire a title to such 
lands by three years' occupancy. All waste lands, possessed by 
inhabitants, to be planted within one year, on pain of confiscation. 

" All sales, mortgage, and dowry of parveny property, prohibited 
as unlawful, the lands thus sold, &c. to be forfeited, and also the 
advances made for such purchase, mortgage, &c., for the benefit of 
church and schools; the people having alienated their lands, and 
withdrawn themselves from the service due to the Company. 

" All usury prohibited, and the rate of interest fixed at one per 
cent, per mensem. 

" Slaves not to be sold without deeds of transfer. No free per- 
sons to be held in slavery. All slaves to be registered, and notto 
be sold by Christians to Moors or Heathens. 

" The property of deceased persons to be secured to the lawful 
heirs. To be inventoried by the clerk of the village, in presence of 
the Majoraal, and sent to the Dessave." 



